Foundations of Halacha 10.10 - Calculating the Shemita Cycle

1. Parshat Behar 25:1-8,11-13

G-d spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying: Speak to the
Children of Israel and say to them: When you come into the Land
that I give you, the land shall observe a Sabbath rest for G-d. For
six years you may sow your field and for six years you may prune
your vineyard; and you may gather in its crop. But the seventh
year shall be a complete rest for the land, a Sabbath for G-d; your
field you shall not sow and your vineyard you shall not prune.
The aftergrowth of your harvest you shall not reap and the grapes
you had set aside for yourself you shall not pick; it shall be a year
of rest for the land. The Sabbath produce of the land shall be
yours to eat, for you, for your slave, and for your maidservant,
and for your laborer and for your resident who dwell with you.
And for you animal and for the beast that is in your land shall all
its crop be to eat. You shall count for yourself seven cycles of
sabbatical years, seven years seven times, the years of the seven
cycles of sabbatical years shall be for you forty-nine years....It
shall be a Jubilee Year for you — this fiftieth year — you shall not
sow, you shall not harvest its aftergrowth and you shall not pick
what was set aside of it for yourself. For it is a Jubilee Year, it
shall be holy to you; from the field you may eat its crop. In this
Jubilee Year you shall return each man to his ancestral heritage.
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2. Rambam Hil. Shemita V’Yovel 10:2-5

2. from which point did they begin to count? After 14
years from when they had entered the land, as it says,
“or six years you may sow your field and for six years you
may prune your vineyard” - until each one has a distinct
piece of land. They took 7 years to conquer the Land
and 7 years to divide it. It comes out that ...they made
Shmita in...the 21¢ year since they entered the Land.
They counted 7 Shemita cycles and sanctified the 50t
year, which was the 64® since they entered the Land.

3. The Jews counted 17 Yovel cycles from when they
entered the Land until they left. The year in which they
left, in which the Temple was first destroyed, was the
year following the Seventh, and was the 36" in the
Yovel cycle....Once the Temple had been destroyed, this
count was null. From when it became null, the Land
remained desolate for 70 years, at which point the
Second Temple was built; it stood for 420 years. In the
7% year since its construction, Ezra ascended [to Israel];
this was considered the Second Arrival [of the Jewish
people]. From this year, they began to count anew, and
made Shemita the 13t year since the construction of the
Second Temple. They counted 7 Shemita cycles and
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sanctified the 50t year; even though Yovel was not
practiced during the time of the Second Temple, they
counted it in order to sanctify the Shemita year.

NIV INRT INDI MNP MDY Y NONIPINY ¥YaY) WIOw
VoW MY NN %19 19ORT 1A NYTY INT NN DOWHYY WY
+.92y2 NN

7. One discovers, then, that the year that the Temple was
finally destroyed, which began in Tishri, about 2 months
after the destruction - for that is when the counting for
Shemita and Yovel begins - was the year following the
Seventh Year, and was the 15" year of the 9% Yovel
cycle. According to this calculation this year, 4936 from
Creation, is a Shemita year, and the 21 year in the
Yovel cycle.

. However, all the Gaonim have said that it is a
tradition in their hands, passed down man to man, that
...once the Second Temple was destroyed, they did not
count the fiftieth year, but onl;y in increments of seven
from the start of the year of the Destruction. So, too, it
works out in the Gemara according to this calculation
which has been passed down.
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. D ] Second | ATTIVES Destruction
e estruction  >econ - First f d
Entered  Capture gy s Second st ot secon
Left IR and 1z;f;vz . of first n°a 7Aren] :glj)r?t S-leoc?;fd v N3
[akmh'eal 9% division y‘ear First ‘521’ 7airiah| * ‘ bl‘lilt beTins cm‘mt T* v nw year according to 2"am
2448 2489 2503 2510 2553 3346 3416 3422 3429 3836 4936
* (Last nunw year 3346)
** 6 years until X71¥’s arrival + 8 921 cycles (400 years) + 14 years of next 721 = 420 (Last 70 »w year 3836)
years
Shita - # of after
Shita - Interpretation | Length complete | Total years of | first year of
Gemara | of "am of 7ar cycles years next 7ar | numvy destruction
2N 50 17 850 36 886 3396
hRihiks 49 17 833 36 869 3379
a7t M TN 49 17 833 3 836 3346
2N T 50 16 800 36 836 3346
n"an’s method nnINa’s tradition
Years after the start Years after
of the second Number of Yovel destruction of the
Year counting cycles (50 years) Remaining Years second wTnn N divided by 7
4936 1514 30.28 14 1100 157.1429
5768 2346 46.92 0 1932 276
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