Foundations of Halacha 9.6 - Eating out Friday Night

Traveling Students

1. Oruch Hashulchan 0C263:5

The Shabbat Light is like the Chanukah Light in that there is a mitzvah
and obligation on each individual to light it. That is, that each family is
obligated in [the Mitzvah of] Candle Lighting. Therefore,
. a man in his house, when his wife lights and recites a blessing,
even though he has a private room, does not have to light with a
blessing, since his wife recites the blessing on his behalf, and included
in her blessing are all the lights in all the rooms of the house.
. However, if he is on the road in a hotel: If he has a private
room, he must light and recite a blessing, for the blessing [recited] in
his house does not remove the need for a blessing on a candle in a
completely different place.
. If he does not have a private room, he does not need to recite a
blessing nor to light, for the Mitzvah of Candle lighting is being kept
in his house by his wife.
. If he does not have a wife and he is in an inn — for example,
bachelors that go away from home to study, or a widower — they must
light the Sabbath Light in their room. Even if he has a father and
mother lighting elsewhere, since he is an adult, he is like a head of his
own household, and the Mitzvah of the Sabbath Light falls on him.
This is not similar to when he is in his parents’ house, [for then] he is
included in the family.
. If such a person does not have a private room, he must
participate [in the lighting of] the head of the household [by
contributing] small coins...
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Eating Out

2. Shulchan Aruch OC 263:8

v. Those who light in the corners of the house and eat in the
courtyard, if the candles are not long enough so that they will
burn into the night, the blessing they recite is in vain.
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3. Mishna Berurah (v?) and eat — See later Magen Avraham 273::15.
that it is not permissible to eat in the courtyard with the sole exception
of a case in which one is in extreme distress inside his house because
of flies and the such; barring this, one must eat specifically in the place
where the candle is.

(n) in the courtyard — This implies that if one eats in the house, even
though the candle does not burn until the night, it is sufficient and the
blessing is not in vain; even though it is still day, he has benefit and joy
from the candles at the time of the meal. The optimum way to perform
the Mitzvah is to make long candles that will burn until the night even if
he wants to eat while it is still day.

(xn) the blessing they recite is in vain — Since he cannot perform
any useful functions - such as not stumbling over sticks and stones -
by [the light of the candles] when he gets back home, there is no
element of Shalom Bayit. If, however, in the house where he lit, it was
somewhat dark, and using the light of the candles, he performed some
function in preparation for the meal, there is no prohibition against this,
even if it does not burn until the night and even if he eats in the
courtyard.
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4. Rema OC 263:10

The main object of the Mitzvah of candle lighting is focused on
the candles on the table, not on the other candles in the house.
One must leave the candles in the place where they light them;
not to light in one place and place the candle sin a different
place.
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5. Mishna Berurah (nn) not to... - that is, it is prohibited to light [a
candle] in a place where they will not be using it and to then place it in
a place where they will be using it, for we hold that [it is] the [act of]
lighting [that] constitutes the Mitzvah. Since he has lit it in a place
where they do not use it, which is not a place in which the obligation
exists, his lighting has not accomplished anything, and he must
extinguish it and light again. However, if he lit in the house in a place
that they use [the light], it is permissible to move them afterward and to
place them somewhere else, for the entire house is [considered] their
place. Levush rules stringently even regarding this; in a situation of
necessity, one may be lenient. Chochmat Adam wrote: Women that
light in the Succah and then move the lights into the house are not
acting in a recommended fashion.
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A Little about Ele

ctric Lights

6. Shulchan Aruch OC 364

All other oils aside from these [mentioned above], one may lit with
them; however, [lighting] with olive oil is the (15) optimum [way
of doing the] Mitzvah.

707 1770 YN NN PIY INNW

DPYYTN ORN PIN * DNnwn HI IRY
NN (32) 11 MINND DT INY 2 1NN ;0Na

7. Mishna Berurah OC 264::23

Optimum - For it is drawn into the wick more than all the others. If
there is no olive oil available, the [best way to do the] Mitzvah is with
other oils whose light is clean. They are preferable to a wax candle; a
wax candle is preferable to a tallow candle, for its light is clean and
nice. It appears to me that all this depends on the candle...
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8. Tosafot Shabbat 25b

This ...other reason given not to recite a blessing [upon lighting the
Shabbat Light] — that if it were already lit, one would not need to
extinguish it and rekindle it, nor to light a different candle — does
not appear valid: In the case of the Mitzvah of Covering the Blood
of a ritually slaughtered animal], if the wind [blew dirt which]
covered it, one is no longer obligated to cover the blood; this,
despite the fact that when one covers the blood, he must recite a
blessing. So too, one who was born “circumcised” {without a
foreskin}, there is an opinion that it is unnecessary to extract blood
of the Brit; yet, when one performs a circumcision, he recites a
blessing. In the [prayerbook] of R’ Amram, it says, “ One who
kindles the Shabbat Light recites the blessing: Who has sanctified
us...” Also, it appears to Rabbeinu Tam that if the candle were
already lit, one would have to extinguish it and relight it...
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9. Rema OC 761:4

They should take care when making candles, even of wax, not to
stick them together and light them, for it is like a bonfire; even
for the candles of Shabbat and Yom Tov, they should be careful
not to do so.
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