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Rabbi Ami said: the aravot [for the hoshanot] require the standard .71 17970 ,°932 TImbn .1
number and must be handled by themselves. And one may not fulfill ~ *3192 XR5X NSV FI7RY IIYW 397X 729V : *HK *27 INK
his obligation with the aravot that were used in his lulav. Rabbi Chis- 9977997 9593w [99Y3 10297 970 R¥Y DR PRY IRy
d'ah sa'ld in the name of Rabbi Yitzchak: on'e has fulﬁllgd h'IS obliga- 727Y3 0237 T REP OIX : PAE® *27 X K70
tion with the use of aravot that were previously used in his lulav.

ANvaw
We have a tradition that Moses received from Sinai that we bring an 2:711270,072mMm .2
additional set of aravot to the Temple, aside from the ones that are con- 711 NIMX 729Y WIpn1a PR7INDW *1°01 wn? 7577
tained in the lulav. A person is not in fulfillment of his obligation by using 7129¥2 912317 77 KX DIX K .291%2w 727vn
the aravot from the lulav. Aanhaw
The Raviyah ruled like Rabbi Chisda. Furthermore, it is most reasonable N: 7 17270,W0”X7.3
to side with Rabbi Chisda because he cited his position as a tradition 9RT XT0M 297 72N0°1 127 KT0M 272 pOD 777°2RM
from Rabbi Yitzchak. Since the Talmud did not cite a dispute in the days X373 WD X971 1711 793R PR 277 1Hwn
of Rabbi Yitzchak, it is like a dispute of two against one. 20 7235 1 °nK 27 Y I 90
The Ravad writes: We do not have the right in our times to 3:7 1°770730,0” K7 .4
argue with the words of the Geonim based on our insights, 1INYT NOXIM IR 127 2V 190 ANy 1% PRWY : 77aR77 20D
knowledge and explanations that differ insofar as they XY OR JIRIT 7279 P77 MINWOW 73 MK TI72 171V wIDY
change the law from what was decided in the era of the 3 PRTI IMIX 7IXT D70V R¥MI PPRW 7127 7371 .NMDTIDA ROWIPA
Geonim—particularly if it is not based on a widely known PDD 1?7 INRIWIT DI*I2T YRW X2W 97T DONIRAT *p0DI AVLW 1
challenge ... [Although | say] if their words do not seem just VI ROYAN KDY LRIT TIWH 9272 TYI0 1P 100 DO1IR

in one’s eyes, and that person has proofs based on earlier IXY DIPINRY 71T 917 252w 2151 19°DR KPR 021X °p0 D2
sources to back the claim then we must reaffirm “Yiftach 07°737 YAWWwo) 09935 ROW 177 POD ORI 77 RPIRD 1P v'yUP
was in his generation like Shmuel in his generation.” We XY AR Hax .M X7 MW 9272 VI AYLW AT 11Ya 1w

only possess the judges in our generation, and we are 9797 SWIRY D"?JP'ID:'I 999975 NPRT RO3HT OI°2T 1°3°Y7 90
therefore capable of overturning the positions of our prede- 0193 P TWR VDI ROX -|'7 PR .72 LXINW 97192 1No°
cessors. For all matters that were not laid out clearly in the 07WA 0°IRIAN DIRW 0°19757 B3 °9 0997 31005 B19°) 0N
Talmud edited by Rabbi Ashi and Ravina, a person may by P177n'7 19X 113291 1IN0Y 919° DTXR RIPT SWR 91 1700
overturn and reconceive a position—even argue on the LONINGT 0929

words of the Geonim.

The following is the opinion of the Or Zerua: I, Yitzchak ben Moshe N 11 379 ,0Wn °377.5
say: Behold, the Geonim who wrote ‘One should adjudicate based 92 PAX° °IR IR (TN 070 R7M) ¥IIT IR 51
on the individuals personal understanding’—this applies specifically PPYW 1 ROX ‘[”‘15 1°RW 12N2W D°1IRAT 717 TWn
to Rashi and his generation who possessed a greater knowledge of 19772 X¥PODI 2NDT RIT NI 977w XIT DIXIY
Torah and a wider sense of wisdom. They alone were worthy of rul-  ©I1X9 17777 779°0° 79977 7797729 79173 7990 2Ra IN°AY
ing and others followed their decisions. However, now, in our days PWoY Yar oy 11?:05 '[’513’ 177 07717 7121 MY
when our sins have caused a diminishing of Torah and our wisdom AW SHOA5 S97ARY S0 SUY AN 1P NIy 1390
has been lost—I implore the common people to avoid relying upon 799> 5x9 Pﬂ:b falemlai 59 99107 XKW 299% Y DX YIR
the wisdom of the sages in our time ... And we will receive more w70 5y 90T WD T Yy 10w 15317»1 5Pn5 0 nRY
reward for expounding than for explicating. broy
Notwithstanding, The ‘table’ that he has arranged T RS TR, X7 P .6
before Hashem is still not ‘set’ for the Jews in our WX OTX 2137 IV 1IN RY 772107 TIV KIT WK [APWE AT RY)
lands who primarily follow traditions contrary to the 197X 933 3 ,7°N113 13°71 X2 12X NIT7 23731 °277 IWR 178 MITm3
ones observed, according to him ... Since he ruled ,YIM 12 99KV @I DR MYV 1M INY IR [R7Y 17 1P211Y] 27
according to the Rif and Rambam, even when many Q721771 57777 IR PI0D? 1XYH 2737 1IRAT 290w 957 1n w7
after them disagreed. Therefore, many of the deci- 77297 1°1D02 WWDNI 71 Y1, 02V 0P IN DPNINRT 21 DIpP3
sions recorded in his book do not accord with the DM, PRIV IR DPRORY 0517 *737 °DY RNDYITT X2YX 1XYW 0137
scholars whose words we follow. These scholars are Onm 10D O1°YY TN 1Y 177 TWR TIDOWK 133 0°H01IDNT 0°p0I9N
widely known to the communities of Ashkenaz, schol- NITAT P70 37907 27 IWRY YITITI YIIT VIR BT, ORHDPT IRDP
ars whom we have relied upon for many genera- L0771 °337 11X IWR NDIX 3 0INT 127 HY 1121 0213 TWKR 1970

tions ...



A woman is believed to say: | saw this or that ... However, if she 2:mBR 377, IRPW .7

reports that a certain scholar declared me pure or something like 1795 0OM : NIMIX X ... ORI 137D 99717 TWR NINKI
this, we do not rely on her testimony. 1Y PImI0 PR 712 R¥PD Y Y
After the court of Rabbi Ashi aRINg 7770 nnIpn,07am .8

composed the Talmud and com- 1 21D MXIXRT 952 YRIW? 197501 133 %1572 19937 XINIT 12AW SWR 27 5w 177 1°2 X
pleted it in the time of his son, 712N LYHNI NIOI2 05777 WANWI 0212 VLR NI D’PINIT BRI NNXPY IV
the Jewish people became fur- PR 799D ... DTIPM 1AW 193 NI237 DDYR D NIWA TInHY YRV 10151 RYY 7N
ther dispersed throughout all the 7973w 71713 99132 77 17 N°2% 0IMIR PRI .DIART 72777 3703 33717 37 73779 *WIR °D1D
lands, reaching the distantex- 97X 17 N°2% IX2AN1 X177 75 LOWNT TITW QIIRITM TR 792 DX 19190793 AR 17 N°2
tremes and the far removed is- 7O NYIAW "1n% RYR PWRIY PYMIY PR ,XIND3 21N 0DWAT TIT T PRY PINR TAYY
lands. Strife sprung up through- JII0R P2 PIWRT P2 199275
out the world, and the paths of

travel became endangered by troops. Torah study decreased and the Jews ceased entering their yeshivot in the thousands and
myriads, as was customary previously ... Since each of these courts were considered to be individuals—and the High Court of
seventy-one judges had been defunct for many years before the composition of the Talmud —people in one country could not
be compelled to follow the practices of another country, nor is one court required to sanction decrees which another court
had declared in its locale. Similarly, if one of the Geonim interpreted the path of judgmentin a certain way, while the court
which arose afterward interpreted the proper approach to the matter in a different way, the [opinion of the] first [need] not be
adhered to [absolutely]. Rather, whichever [position] appears to be correct —whether the first or the last—is accepted.

When, using one of the principles of exegesis, the High Court derived a law X:2 0°91,072M"1 .9
through their perception of the matter and adjudicated a case accordingly, 7173 952 NN 71 DNR2 IWITW 5773 771 0°2
and afterwards, another court arose and they perceived another rationale on T¥7,7°7 1171 72 1PIAW 01 YA ARIWY
which basis, they would revoke the previous ruling, they may revoke it and 2IN0Y IR AYYL 1% ARIITIAR 372 DAINN
rule according to their perception. This is reflected by “To the judge who will ,1°1°Y2 ARIIW 731 °D2 777 M0 77 277 INIR
be in that age” (Deuteronomy 17:9). This indicates that a person is obligated TR OAT 012 7 WK LD bR 1KY
to follow only the court in his own generation. SIMT2AW 107 002 0K XYX n9YY 2R
Our great teacher therefore understood that later N:20°9n,171Wn 702.10
Tannaim may argue with earlier ones. Similarly, later IRIINR 131 RNPR *3°9DT *XINI *XRIN TMOWNKRT "R 127 10 mns
Amoraim may take issue with earlier Amoraim. One PRINK PXIINKR 239D XY PRMR 79 DX RN DX ... 'RHOPK 739D *RINI

may therefore ask: If so, who did not Amoraim argue  »IX7T RIX 7% XD*121 IX [k igtalal RIIXRD 1PWpPn XND1T 502 X7
with Tannaim? For we find throughout the Talmud DA% 7101 NIWIT 1137 727 7531 Y RUWP 15 IMR® X2 DX RIN K71 D
that an Amora poses a challenge based on the earlier  192py 12> MW NNA QPHY 1?2 IWDRI .Q°KINT 127 Y PI9n?
statements of a Tanna or a statement found in a /9377 NP NN 03 WY 191 DPIWRIT 2V 1P RY 220K MW

Braita ... Yet, according to our teacher, an Amora did oY Pq'yn'y 03X 21WwY NI N XY InNMIY 01Ny
indeed have permission to dispute the claims of an

earlier Tanna. Consequently, we might suggest that from the moment that the Mishneh was ‘sealed,’ later generations accept-
ed in principle that they would no longer dispute earlier scholars. A similar agreement was made when the Talmud was
‘sealed.’

The truth of the matter is that the generation after the Mishneh under- N:2 D0, W R NI .11
stood that their capacities were more limited than the men of the Mish- 1122571 ©IY°1 DX 17 TIWAT INRY NTW 712 NHKRT
neh and therefore knew and trusted the ‘truthfulness’ of earlier sages. oy o2Ivh PARAY nab I Mwnt YYa T
Upon realizing this, they no longer sought to argue with this ‘truth’ like IWHR RW 9277 NOAK WY INRY,DMNIWKRIN
earlier Tannaim had done—in other words, they no longer had permis- XY D°XIND 1P I0R 1WH ROW 11 DHXT O I

sion to argue, rather they just reviewed and taught all of the adjudica- 0o°XINT *727 Yo DR DO PIm ,D151Y DORWI RO
tions of the earlier Tannaim. OmTpw
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THE LOWER EAST SIDE
1 Newspaper Row 9 Henry St. Settlement and Clinton 17. Beth Hamedrash Hagadol
2 world Building 10 Machzike Talmud Torah  Hall 18 Pro-Cathedral Mission
3 Chatham SqLibrary 11 Hebrew Sheltering House 19 University Settlement
4 Beth Israel Hospital 12 Hebrew Technical School for Girls 20 Grand Theater
s Israel Elchanan Yeshiva 13 Home for Aged 21 Yiddish Rialto
6 Seward Park Library 14 Jewish Maternity Hospital 22 Thalia Theater
7 Forward Building on Yiddish 15 Young Men's Benevolent Association 23 Peoples Bath
Newspaper Row 16 Camp Huddleston Hospital Ship 24 Police Headquarters
8 Educational Alliance School
77



