Me, Myself and 1
Shabbat Shuva 5771

1. Gemara Rosh Hashanah 18a

ON NEW YEAR ALL MANKIND PASS BEFORE HIM LIKE
CHILDREN OF MARON. What is the meaning of the expression
‘like children of Maron’? — In Babylon it was translated, ‘like a
flock of sheep’. Resh Lakish said: As [in] the ascent of Beth
Maron. Rab Judah said in the name of Samuel: Like the troops of
the house of David. Rabbah b. Bar Hanah said in the name of R.
Johanan: [All the same] they are all viewed with a simple glance.
R. Nahman b. Isaac said: We also have learnt the same idea: He
that fashioneth the hearts of them all, that considereth all their
doings. What does this mean? Shall I say that it means this, that
[God] has created all creatures and unites all their hearts
together? But we see that this is not so! No; what it means is this:
‘The Creator sees their hearts together and considereth all their
doings’.

2. Gemara Sanhedrin 37a

For this reason was man created alone, to teach thee that
whosoever destroys a single soul of Israel, scripture imputes
[guilt] to him as though he had destroyed a complete world; and
whosoever preserves a single soul of Israel, scripture ascribes
[merit] to him as though he had preserved a complete world.
Furthermore, [he was created alone] for the sake of peace among
men, that one might not say to his fellow, ‘my father was greater
than thine, and that the minim might not say, there are many
ruling powers in heaven; again, to proclaim the greatness of the
Holy One, blessed be He: for if a man strikes many coins from
one mould, they all resemble one another, but the supreme king
of kings, the Holy One, blessed be He, fashioned every man in
the stamp of the first man, and yet not one of them resembles his
fellow. Therefore every single person is obliged to say: the world
was created for my sake.

3. Gemara Pesachim 118a

When the wicked Nimrod cast our father Abraham into the fiery
furnace, Gabriel said to the Holy One, blessed be He: ‘Sovereign
of the Universe! Let me go down, cool [it], and deliver that
righteous man from the fiery furnace.’ Said the Holy One,
blessed be He, to him: ‘I am unique in My world, and he is
unique in his world: it is fitting for Him who is unique to deliver
him who is unique.
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4. Ramban Yitro 20:2

Now all the [Ten] Commandments are expressed in the singular
- the Eternal thy G-d, Who brought ‘thee’ out - and not, as He began
to say, [before the Giving of the Torah]: "Ye’ have seen; if "ye’ will
hearken. This is because His intent is to warn that each
individual is subject to punishment for [transgression of] the
commandments, since He addresses Himself to each one
individually, commanding him that he should not think that He
will judge according to the majority and that the individual will
be saved with them. This intent was explained to the people by
Moses at the end of the Torah, in the section of Atem Nitzavzim.
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